






Greetings to visitors and readers,

It is my sincere pleasure to introduce the OECD Korea Policy Centre (KPC) to you all. KPC was 

established under the Memorandum of Understanding (Treaty of the Republic of Korea No.1903) 

between the Republic of Korea and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD) in 2008. By sharing and disseminating standards and policy experiences of OECD member 

countries to developing nations, KPC has served as a global platform for peer-learning and mutual 

co-operation since its establishment. 

Our Centre is particularly committed to offering specialized educational programs, international 

meetings, seminars, and forums for public officials and field experts in the Asia-Pacific region 

to exchange advanced legal guidelines and systems in areas of taxation, competition, public 

governance, health and social policy.

The global environment has also become increasing challenging as global climate crisis, prolonged 

recession, digital transformation, and deepening polarization among nations loom on the horizon.

Nevertheless, we are determined to take every crisis as an opportunity for learning and growth. By 

providing timely and effective policy advice to such changes, we aim to renew our roles as a critical 

partner between the OECD and Asia-Pacific region. KPC will take on a leading role for policy reform 

and innovation in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond. 

Thank you.
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Mission

The OECD Korea Policy Centre was established with the following goals, in the fields of tax, 

competition, public governance, and health, and social policy:

to contribute to the OECD’s mission to promote “Better Policies for Better Lives,” aiming to improve 

the economic and social well-being of people in the Asia-Pacific region and around the world.

To achieve these goals, under the guidance of the OECD, the Centre has been disseminating the 

OECD’s advanced policy practices and recent policy trends to the economies in the Asia-Pacific 

region. It includes hosting 416 international events and training for 16,744 officials for 115 countries 

(as of 2023), translating and publishing the latest research of the OECD, expanding its policy network 

with relevant local institutions, policymakers, experts, and international organisations in the region 

since its opening in 2007.

In its four Programmes (Tax, Competition, Public Governance, and Health and Social Policy), the 

Centre also utilizes South Korea’s unique experience of transitioning from a post-war aid recipient 

to a major donor in international co-operation as the country joined membership to the OECD’s 

Development Assistance Committee (DAC) since 2010.
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to facilitate the exchange of experience in the Asian-Pacific region and to 
improve Asian-Pacific government officials’ capacity through regular meetings, 
workshops, seminars, and other events

to be a resource centre to support OECD’s work with non-OECD economies in 
the Asian-Pacific region

to strengthen the understanding of the Asian-Pacific societies of OECD’s 
research, analysis, and standard setting
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History

1996

1997
-

2005

2007

2008

Dec. 1996

Republic of Korea (S. Korea) joined the OECD as its 29th member

TaxSep. 1997 

Establishment of the Korea-OECD Multilateral Tax Centre

Ministry of Finance and Economy

Legal BasesJan. 2007 Prime Ministerial Proclamation No. 490

Enactment of the <Regulations on the Establishment and Operation of 
the Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
Korea Policy Centre>

CompetitionApr. 2004

Establishment of the OECD/KOREA Regional Centre for Competition

Fair Trade Commission 

Public GovernanceJul. 2005

Establishment of the Asian Centre for Public Governance

Ministry of Government Affairs and Home Affairs

Health and Social PolicySep. 2005

Establishment of the OECD/Korea Regional Centre for Health and Social Policy

Ministry of Health and Welfare

Feb. 2007

Integration of the four OECD Centres in Korea into and opening of the 
OECD Seoul Centre

Legal BasesJun. 2008 Treaty of the Republic of Korea No. 1903

Conclusion of the <Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Government of 
the Republic of Korea and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
on the Establishment of an OECD Korea Policy Centre>
and change in the Centre's official name to the "OECD Korea Policy Centre"

Jul. 2008

Official launch of the OECD Korea Policy Centre
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